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FOREWORD

This little book of Negro folk songs was pre-
pared by a group of music educators. Their
purpose has been to present usable songs in
simple, authentic form at low cost. In variety
and number, spirituals undoubtedly constitute
America’s finest contribution to folk music,

The cover is a reproduction of William Smith's
block print portraying the spiritual, *“Nobody
Knows®™, Fifty original prints were made, of
which one hangs in the Library of Congress,
The artist was formerly of Karamu House, a na-
tionally known creative art center in Cleveland,
Ohio, unique among settlements of this country.

Realizing how much singing can enrich our
lives, | wish you all the joy that using this
book can bring.

Walter F. Anderson

Published by
Cooperative Recreation Service, Inc.
Delaware, Ohio

25¢ each



Little Wheel

Arr by Katharine Tyler Wessells

_ | A | N
e
x . —g—&
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There’s a lit-te wheel a-turn-ing in my heart.
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2, Oh,l feel so very happy in my heart...
3. Oh, | don't feel no ways tired in my heart...
#. Oh, 1 feel like shouting in my heart. ..

Words and. melody from ReLiGlous FoLK SoNes OF THE NEGRO
Edited by E.N.Dett,

~+ET




Mary and Martha

— R W S— } { § FFFFIZF
e - T e e o
1. Ma-ry and Mar-tha jes’ gone’long,Ma-ry and Mar-tha
2 Fa,-thrgrandMoth-ert’. ] 9 b

3, Preacherandtheeld-er. ..
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Oh, My Lovin’ Brother
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REFRAIN

Deep River

Negro Sp‘i.r' itual
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Balm in Gilead

Spiritual % Arr by Francis Ames
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times | feel dis-couraged an’think my work in vain, But

ev -er feel dis-cour-aged,our Fa-ther is our Frizn&, And
may vot preach Like Pe -ter; you maynot pray Like Paul, But
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then m Spir-itre-vives mysoul avgain.y
if you Lack for knowledge Hell not refuse tolend ! 1ere s o
you can tell the sto-ry of one who died for all.
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Burden Down

(A8 BUNG AT LINGCOLN SCHOOL, MARION, ALABAMA, )

Prayerfully, not too loud
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Arr by Olive J, Williams
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Bur -den down,Lord, Bur-den diwn,ljrd,, Since |
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Lord, Burden
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down, Lord, Sincellay my bur-dendown,
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| 2. Wonder will'm
. 3. Wonder will

sister know me, ...
brother knowme, ...

& Burden down, Lord,...(sameas ist stanza)
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Jacob’s Ladder
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We are climb-ing Ja-cobs lad-der, We are
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climb-ing Ja-cobs lad-der, We are climb-ing
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Ja-cob’s lad-dery Sol-diers of the cross.__

2—Every round goes higher, higher,
3-~Sinner, do you love my Jesus? ...,

4—I|f you love Him, why not serve Him?
5—We are climbing higher, higher. ...



Certainly, Lord

Aloderato e marcato Arr. by Walter F Anderson
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got good re-lig - ion? Cer-tain-ly,Lord! " Cer-tain-ly,
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cer-tain-ly, cer-tain-ly, Lord! Cer-tain-ly, cer-tain-ly,
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cer-tain-ly,Lord! Cer-tain-ly,certaindy, certain-ly,Lord!
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2. Have you been baptized? ...
3. Did you go to the valley?
Did you get on your knees?
Did your soul get ease?




Amen

Are. by Marion Downs
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1. See the ba -by,

2. See Himinthe tem-ple,

3. See Himatthe sea-side,

4. Sce Him inthe gar-den,

| .1 CHorus 2 5. \/@53 He is my Sav-ior

b — I =
v ¥
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® Ly-ing in a man-ger One Christ-mas morn-ing.
Talk-ing to the El-defs Howthey marvelled atHis wis-dom.
Preach-ing and heal-ing, To'the blind andthe fee-ble.
Pray-ing fo His Fa-ther, In deep - est sor-row.
de-sus died to saveus, And He rose on Eas-ter:
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men, A-men, A - men. A" men,
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A - men, A - men, A-men,

Amen—pronounce A as in bay.
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NOTES: (1) Sing chorus thru twice before 2eginning obbligata
lead, and soften background singing with beginning of lead. (2)
Swell the 2nd and 2rd '"'amen' when going up scale. (3} In
last verse be sure to observe break, and all hold last "A-men"



Come and Go
/ith confidence

Negro Spiritual
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lan} Come an’go
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Yo that lan’ where 'm boun’
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2. There is joy in that lan’

3. Peace and happiness in that lan' . ..
4. Come and go to that lan’

L |

Note: Chorus parts always fade away in hum
vital, i

Mezzo or Baritone voices do solo best
As sung at Marion, Alabama

Last stanza pp. but
Set down by Olive J. Williams,




Couldn’t Hear Nobody Pray

Negre Spiritual
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Ezeklel Saw the Wheel
5 % Negro Spiritual
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2. Watch out my sis-ter how you walk _ on the cross,
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From AmeRican Neoro SoNes by John W.Work. Theo. Presser, Philadetpiua

Rocka My Soul
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rock-a my soul in the bosom of A bra hans,
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Oh, rock-a my soul. So high,you can't get o wer it;
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So low, you can’t get un-der it; So wide,you
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can’t get a-round it; You musf: go in at the door.
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Get on Board Sptritual
Cheerfully, not too Fast Arn by Olive <. williams
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car wheels roll-in) an’ rum-blin’ thru the tan!
all her steam an’ brakes, sheb strain-in’ ev -y nerve,
class a-board this train, no dif-frence in the fare.
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Note: Pronunciation is impreved by omitting final consonants and all v's.

When Chorus hums, altos and remaining soprancs take the highest tone.
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Go Down, Moses
With dramatic éntensdty Are. by Olive J. Willlams
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CHORUS

Good News in the Kingdom
West Indies Spiritual

Arr. by Francis Ames
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1. 1 sawSaint Pe-ter on the sca,
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Good News:
Reerain
Lively and bright Walter E Anderson
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There’s a Meeting Here Tonight

Rerrain  Unpoco marziale
m/ Sero N . CHoORUS > :
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Come a-long, therds ameet-ing here tonight;
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| Got a Robe

Nc.gra Spiritual
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shout all o-ver God’s Heaven. Heav- “err. Hoavoen.

] - -8 . TN ’l!ﬁﬁ‘s
S e e
—

9

i
FARPE S  SE R | ] —
s ! " — L .~ X s

A — * . ":f
Heav-en. Heav-en.Goin' to shout all oacr Sed’% Heav-en.

1 g . - '
¥ "b J | ;4 > y E L] . L - (]
> LY [ 'E} bl v 1 L} L.E H il
~ oo ' P -

2, 1 got a shoe,. ..put on my shoes, goin’ to walk. ..
3. | got a song,...sing-a my song, gom’%o 5iNg. ..
A. 1 got acrown, put on my crown,gom’toshoui*..a
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{ Know the Lord

Negro Spiritual
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{When de - sus washd my sins a - way
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{Tbcy fool all day and pray at ntght,
2 My Lords done just what he sdid,
{ heal’d the sick "and raist the dead,
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! know the Lord5 laid his hands onme, hands onme. O
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From AMerican Negro SoNes by John W. Work. Theo. Presser, Philadelphid.
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Inching Along

Negro Spiritual

it . o
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Keep a-inch-ing a-long, Keep a-inch-ing a-long,Jesuswill
o pespe s et

P ¥ P
] hh b h h N Nk |
el e e/ 6w 1] -
R DR o e e A -

come by and by. l{cep a-inch-ing a-long like a poor inch-worm,

e

Fr i

’_l !t

1,06 was inch by inch that | sm:gh% the

Je-sus will come by and by. 2 We’ it inchandinckand inch a-

QO trials and trou-bles on the
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o
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Lord, Itwas inchby mch thathe
long, de-sus willcomebyandby, And inch by inch tili
Wy, | But we must watch as
ey b0 = =
LA P y— ¥F_r t

bt b} bJat b

Y

savzd.m soul,
we gcty home, Je -sus will come by and. by. Keep a-
| nwel.l, as pray, _’__p_ *‘f .
7 ; — h 3 3 |
PP P fﬁl PP

Fram Amemcnu Neero Songs by John W Work. Theo. Presser, Philadeiphia.
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| Want to Be Ready

" Negro Spiritual

AREFRAIN CHorus \
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walk in de-rwsa-lem.
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ju«s’c like Jo
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hn 1.Joln said that Jeru-sa-lem was §o
2. When Peterwas preachingatPen-te -cost,
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Walk inde-vu-sa-lem just like John,
o . .

>

1 hope,
O hewas filled with the

gooaltord, 'L
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meet you there,

Walkin de-ru-sa-le

m just likeJohn,
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Ho -'ly Ghost,
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From Tue Devr CoiLecTion oF NEcRO SPIRITUALS
Permission Hall and McCreary Co., Chicage
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Every Time | Feel de Spirit

Negro Spiritual Arr by Marion Downe
CHORUS

e e e e e e e = >
.J . 1 v L] L] T . I. L 4 o
Ev vy time 1___ feel de Spir-it__ Mov-in’

1 . ; ot prttiing.
- - [ ] hF:
i‘(! Ls o ﬂ u t 3>

1

in my heart,..l will pt*ay,_ Ev2ry hmel fecl de

A Fine
17 — _F 3 1 k .
. . ]. ﬂl FL—ﬂr——} ‘é B H t B
- —&——@-—*
e xﬁ_/’
Spw it Mov-ir’ in my heart, I will pray

!%unﬂg""""‘ﬁﬁ\l Haarmg "= =

1
3 g I~ - & i — e

U -on the moun-tam,whenmy Lovd spoke, Ou.t of His
Oh I have sor-rows and | have woe,__ And 1 hawe
ﬁhm@/"_::\j ot ; % ﬁtﬂ”{’#—t::\f
LR i R & =V
mouth came ~fire and stn;:w 3 Looked all a-round _me,
heart -ache__here be 3~ But while God lcads_m,
- Aeerm "\ ' MmN

it looked so fine, _TilL1 asked my Lord if all were mme.
P nev-er fear, _For | am shel-tered_by His care.

Nore: Male voices sing the verse melody. Women's voices hum
the obbligate. "Keep fvncopa.ted rhythm
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King of Kings
Are by Olive J. Willian:
Jo_yfué{gp_n At Broadly ‘by v Hhams
i g ‘ ﬁ - i ] ‘1 ‘n’ : n 4 |
T g5

He is King of Kings. Heis Lord of Lords.

. —— -
1 rﬁ i i R
PR | s = \ | )
) i
- o - ‘ _’ ‘_
Je-sus Christ thefirst and last_Nomahwobkslikef Him.,
@'i ey - :
7 T
. \ . N
pam lkf_ — ‘_‘%_ ;”i A I;’1 ) }
7 . ] [ :- .‘-i':'_"
1. 1 knowthat myRedeem-erlives_ Nowman wdrks likeﬁ Him,
2. He builds a plat-forminthe air_ S —ee
3 O sin-ner if youwillbe-lieve o —1—y—1—p"—
EF 4 F o
. . ~ 0N . ~
Y Y — LA A T 1 —ﬂ
! -

And by His love sweet bless-inggives.Nomanwor s 1ike-g
Andcallsthesaintsfromevry'where, ;
Graceof the Lord you will re-ceive ]

| W
NoTe: Repeat rvefrain at beginning and end, last time pp.
Sing vefrain once atter cach stanza.
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Lord, Lord, Lord

FRAIN .
Rerral l./oyﬁc[ and spirifed

Arr by

Walter £ Anderson

prdp

v: I i I t T .Y

=====

Lard,i.oml Lor'd,youve sure bcengoodfo me.(Imsing-ing)
£ 8 st e.
DR PP = —"

£
7

L
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Lord, Lord, Lord,youve sure bzan good%o

m"ﬁ. (Well i)

-&' ')
T Sa—— 8 - — e
el e " y—u—fll 3
f L E b s.
—5—rg—e—p 0 e
Lovd,l.ord,iwd,, youlve sure been gosd,to o o you’ve
35 ?: ! ‘“—'*?i: :;g: %: - L‘- A
. t t ¥ ' i i - -4
. Fine
5= ? - = R— = H—p -
& -gi &> = S e 1 O
done whatﬁw wsrldc wld not éo]ﬁ\f,w - you
- t 1.1 I
% Y .k’ L] y el
= o o o gtoai r
T - N ]_7 g 1 I hd

e rE
| fed me when e hur-gry,Youve sumbecngoodio ine,




fed me when Psehun-gry,Youve
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£ ) I | N k
e g o Vf} r-‘_
Twell you)ym-m sure beengoodtome,
% T Ny L. & k; g: m
S Y —p—y—
J -1 iﬁ . D.c.
g e e =
For youve donc what the wovid cosuldmt do. (l’m ssng-ing)
= = W
3 ‘ =
Lord, Make Me More Holy |
. r \ ' \ Negro 5piruuat'l‘
#‘:’\.V'f” %" - ":B:E:\ 3 ﬁi : ﬁ ﬁ g ]1- —
“ Lord,make memoreha~ly, Lovd, makerme more ho - !.y,
e £
EINe = == e e S
frb—] s = .
&0 4 ‘%“%—- .S

Ho

o

ﬁ;ﬁm*’ly ho - ly, un-hl we maa% a-gain.
-

—hare g_@;ﬁ_@@% =
=== —r ]
= l 3 ;
2. Faithful... 3. Humb’.e... 4. Righteous.,

From AMERICAN NEerRD Sones AND SPIRITUALD
Copyright, 1940, by John W Work. Used by permission.



Look Away

(As Suné AT LINCOLN ScHoot, MARION, ALABAMA)
LEADER Are by Olive J. Williems

Sh N b & h b |
g

O, look a-way in-a-heay - en. O,locka-

] CHORUS mf
ﬁ | "‘"-é %ﬁ > :
n.

O,locka-way in-a-heav-e

e e
r
L

J% A

gl

———
way in-a-heav- en. O,look a-way
) o
), . in-a- n. O, look a-
p Y *

| | A Fine
& e G g gt =

[ ~—
— in-a-heav-en. Goodlord Thope | join the band._ ~

ﬁ : *E = - -

%ﬂd =t 7 d__.i ’:i ?:.:

way in-a-heav-en. Hope I join the band._
£ e e,

p- o
| =) 1 7 J ¥ |
7 [ 4 7 %.
—-‘—‘ s o _‘:

’ ¥ . :
I'm gonna see my moth-er some o’ these mornings,




Look Away — continued
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See my moth-ersomedthese morn-ings, See_my moth-er

| |

L

P

See my moth-er some o'these mornvings,S

I

oo o

)

7

F

T

-

ﬁﬁ

some o these mornings,Lord | hope |

join the ba‘ﬁ_i_

{ LA L A 2c
some o thesemorn-ings, Hope | Join the band._
o P— ® o ]

p = 5
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Were You There?

Negro Spivitual

: o v e o ‘E ; i js
Werd youthere whentheycru- c:-f’izcl my Lovd?_ Wereyou you
L%V i ! [ 3 1 1 ‘h’ L & ] h é ]'P
r3) T T i t 1 1 ~_ 1
there when they cvu-ci-fied my Lord?__—  Oh!___
bt 7
= == =t

-
Some-times it cau-ses me to trem.ble, trem-ble, trem-ble,-

1

1

jﬁ__ai

]
-

A5V
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3 Y
- ;#_._J- 1

(D)

== Were you there when they cru-ci-fled my Lord?

2. ... When the sun refused to shine?. ..
3....When they laid Him in the tomb?.,
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let Us Cheer the Weary Traveler

Litke a march

LEApER REFRAIN | }

i

Arr by Olive J Willicms

[ i 2
long theheaven-ly way. 1. PPl take my gos - pel
: 2. And if youmeet with

— ] —N— ; I 1 ]
7 \ : 2y s A * ]
by @ r.u T -® —_ * g > -
Let uscheerthewea-ry trav-cl-er cheer thewea-ry
Hun T . . .
CH:ORUS :“_c - - - _
el __Q‘ %) —
‘\._____,_.--"' - i l’-"
T
I,{% - - Il !Jl__L —N %
L=
o
trav-el-er; Let us cheer thewea-rytraveler, ‘a-
i y ' c} —GL é\ .
=7y —= - Sy ; G-F{j ¢
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[ B_MQ'I 1 ! : ] -
j% : e e
LY ~ L) —&— Lad
L2

g
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= | ] e m—

™ e g —— 11 |
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trump-et  and Pl be - gin_to blow, And
tri - als and trou-bles “on_your way, Just

| Dc.
i T T I ;P foi f‘i‘! "di' i )_!4:}
i my Je-sus lets me, PU__blow whereveer | .

keep yourtrustinde-sus, and_don't for-get_ to pray.

Nore:

Chorus hums refrain fi
Refrain pp at end of

rst time; sings on repeat.
song.
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Lord, | Want to Be a Chnstlan

: U.S.A. Negro
4 &, Soro mp ) \ . T—— Ty
4 . t f H, ~ 1 i .
@% " o =!
Lord, 1 want to be a Chris - tian
Lord, I want to be more lov - ing
Lor'd | want to be more ho - ly
LorcL I want to be like de- sus
A T — ey =20
=g Sf/ﬂ‘—‘:ﬁ i\’g ==

In-a my heart, in- n-amy heart, lord, I

o , 2 aﬁlw;

PR B
| /‘\ morendo
- E— - w_— 1 2 ‘ﬁ':g' % ““
want to be a Chris-tian

want to be more lov-ing In-a my heari:_..
~want to be wmore ho-L

want to be like Je-sus

aai

a?__

e s
In-a my hcart In-a my heart,

In-a myhaart,, In-a my heart.

oy

it g5c 2 gee e
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b 4 —-;-#_h { , ===— {2\ norendo

A
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@ g’ } > «zg%ﬂ
LordlwanttobeaChrLs-tLan 1 E —

Lord, | want to be more lov-ing In-a my heart..—
LorcL I want to be more ho-ly
Lord, | want to be like de-sus
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From Dett’s Reucious FOLK SONGS OF THE NEGRO, by perimission



30
My Lord, What a Morning

Cro Negro Spiritual
My Lond, what amﬁm-‘iﬁ:g, M};_ Lang_,, what a morn-ing,

. et
3 1
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:’;'——8——“ P. p | ot
1 i I i | H 1 o <
L] ¥ k | § L ) 1 T | 4

. Fine
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1
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My Lord, what a morn-ing, When the st;:rs l:ieigin to f'afli:
———— H#:#
Py | ? _r__d:-‘:d:ﬁ

Soro
=== id——.f ] e
1.Youl hear the trumpet sound, :
£.Youll. hear the sin-ner mourn, To wake the nartions undenground,
a.Youlll hear the Christian shout,
1 D.C,
—-ﬁ_— } | £ t 1 |

Look-ing to my God’ right hand,When the stars be gin to fall.

2 =255

Pm Gonna Sing

; ] i i '...g-. -
. N
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1
d

1. m gonna sing when the Spu-.:’c says Sms , l mgonna

& | 1 L
L B ‘ L r  § . | ™ - E
7

stng whenthe Spw-li' says Sme, Pmgonna singwhenthe
P

i
l. 1 Ll N

&} .” ‘E P - L}' s i £ Q
Spir-it says“Sive’_ And o- bcy thc Spir-it of the Lord..
R.Shout.. 3Preach.. 4. Pray. 5 Sing..
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Nobody Knows

Negro Spiritual

Rerrt.‘?m Y L

. I T} A - | { 3 i P L _=_ i i_
R A== e E-E e
Oh,nobody knows de trouble Ive seenNobodsy knows bub de-sus.
(L2} = = i :'E?;

o - TOR W N - by Fine
g e e el Sy
No-bod -y knows de trouble Re seen,Sloryhal-le-lu-jah,
p_ Lo f o

el “— ]—bl -
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CHORUS | .
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Duer P

A RS R CEE==
o .l ¥ 1 ? i

1 Sometimes I'm up,some-times Pmdown,

Al-though you sce me goiry’ *long so,” Oh, yes, Lord.

One day” when | was walk - in long,

y
1 nev- er shall for-get that day, e o
;‘ — - -t _IH—
DusT CHORUS D

. —— —i s
% :'::g:pq::ff_:&g::g o
Some-times I'm al-most to de groun;
1 have my tri-als here bé-low, Oh, yes, Lord.
De el’ment opend an'Love came down,
When Je-sus washidmy sins a -way, a -

o
. > - —— l:p___s__
3
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Old. Ark’s a-Movering
. Ncgr‘o Sptmtua-l
Iy
u —:E '''' é i\“ __J__&M g" T [ =

O the oLd arks &- mov-er’amg, a-mov-gr-ing a-

’ paa e
9&:“ t-:“ 14 Ly 1 17 Hib S
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] Sez that sis - ter
. 2 » o | Scethat broth-er
," s 134 Scethat sis-ter
" Thiain't buttheonething
¥ 4 o V "-d_—\ ‘Lp——ﬂ rd it — r i
\'U 11 11 A %’ ¥ ?} %} I H
) : r
"~ dressed so fine? She aint got de - sus
dressed so gay? Death’s goin’a come f‘or to
com - i’ s0 slow? She wants to goto Heavin'fore the
grieves - my mind; ~ Sis-ter’s goneto Heavn and
_ De. .?::y before Iséand ffteﬁi:.& s::nzciw
] ﬂ‘l -}4 ; g;‘ﬂ’l }
U L) ) r r -
in a 'I;er mind. || THold ark she reeled, The old ark
car-ry him a-way. a-
Heav-en doors close. gb ]‘L f‘-b P gb *'J'
left a me be-hind, i=—== '
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h M ! 1 b4
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she rocked,the old ark she land-ed onthe moun-tain top.Othe
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Frem American Nearo Sowcs by John W, Work. Theo. Pressern, Philadetphia.
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Sinner, You Know
Avr by Walter F Anderson

L

)

rd

FE=E

. e "'/ b ) . .
Sin-ner,you kitow youre bound to die. Sinnegyou
> e o n-ne,

Just as a s

in-ner lives, so shall he die.

by g —f-——o .
.%}‘ < 1 ?—P—B——& Ih'
s - nav you're Sin -
3 - tol = % IO S
4 E] |2 Fing |
B ] B i :
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know youre bound to die. bound to die.
P
e e i o
- I 71 | Ea——
ner,  you're B b‘
¥ o - J——ﬂ—al b -
f : : { : e v
—g —% -t
1.Just as a tree falls, so shall it lie;
1 2 My Lord, He sees you  all nightand day
% B . - i - -‘Q.@'—-
e e e oL
SE=E=E = =

Sees all youredo -ing,and He haarsall you say. - |
-2 =~
I 1 1 ﬁ -;-. i’ g -IIP— 41:&

Nove: Below .aach line of the refrain there s an indication of
the rhythm used to accompany this by clapping.
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Somebodys Knockin’

Rerrain
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Some-bod - y5 knock-in’at your door; Some-bod-ys
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Ee===t
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knock-in atyourdoor; Oh, __sin - ner,

why dont youI

e

" S

la
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3
rd
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an - swer? Some-bod - y5 knock-ivat your

:g:

door.

Se==r=
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_ Soto CHORUS —
Knocks hke_c}a sus = = i ™
Can’t  you_hear him? Somebod-v 5 knock-matyourdom-‘
An - swer_dJde . sus,
e - o~
SoLo CHoRus 28,
===
| Knocks [tke Je - - Sus, r

n - swer..Je - sus,

Can’t vou__hear him? Some- bod-y5knock-in'at yourdoor,

i?_
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Standing in the Need of Prayer
Arr. by Olive J. Williams

lt’s;am:z,r I it@dme,o,l.ord,stand-i i the need of

| L £ g :
By —ee L L o
its me r ' !
N . bk h
(¢ s 1w g g o :
¥ |
prayer. lts-a mer Hé-ame,O,Lord.,s’tan%-i%it? thE need of
3 ﬁi - » oo o f o
' Wewme FT VPP PP
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ALeaoen \ i&

. p -
prayer. 1.Not mybroth-er,not my sis-ter, but-ame,O,Lord,

. ¥
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v T O W O W
g e T i

_ : r
“standinginthe need _;F prayer. Not my broth-er, not my
__ .

o p 3
7 Y

) ] 1
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Vgt

sis-ter, but-ame,0,Lord, star?d-igq igthfmed of prayer.
. o 8 o £ 6 o

3 3 a
i

N
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2. Not my father, not my mother,...

3. Not my preacher, not my teacher,...
2. Not my deacon, not my “elder,. ..

Wote: The Crorvs may hum last chord of chorus while leader sings
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Steal Away

AL pb = AT L R k=

Steal a"way,steal a-way,Steal a-way to Je-sus,

REFRAIN Negro Spiritual

. . 5 o
b-. b p » 1
t 3 . - t 5—t g
‘ | s *
fermpo rubato .
Ja...__z___f__ ‘ﬁ’ ' k r-? poco rid. — Fine
B 1] * Y 1 1 [. T - |
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Steal a-Tway, s’cca.l away P{‘a%me, laint got longto stay hmf.

SIS SSIT=S2
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Sovo ff con molto espressione
1 ——t ] }\
= o ;
I N

1. My Lord calls me, He calls mebythe thun-der;The
2 Greentrees are bend-ing,Poor sin-nerstands atrem-blingThe

3. Tomb-stonesare burst-ing,Poor sinnerstands atrem-bling;The
4.My Lord calls me, He calls meby the light-ning:The

dqc

'_NI.')I

———— eaalto morende /N AL my” = T e,

H | 1
- 1

. 3 3
f. 1

[ tvﬁmp-e’c sounds with-in-a my soul, | aint got longto stayhere.
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Study War No More

Negro Spiritual
LEADER CHORUS v k.
. = r‘ﬂ : = | B . I !
e = s
Grwine to lay down my bur-den, Down by the riv-er-side,
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Down by the riv-crside,Down by theriv eJ—sndc Gwine to lay down my
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 bur- don, Down by the riv-er-side to_ stud y_..war‘ no more.
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b aint gwine stud- -y war nomare, it gw:m study war no
G b A Y . 4 19
] '8 [ !
] » l} :
v ) » ’r "
wmore, ain't gwine stud-y war nomare.—Ain't gwine stud:y warno
e - o ee
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v 5 vt stud-y war no more
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more,aint gwine stud-y war no more,din’t gwine study warnomore,
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Swing Low, Sweet Chariot
Negro Spiritual

mp Soro mF CHorus
- ; h —”k—f ——k—t—M—h 5

-

Swing low, sweet chari-of, Com-in'for to car-ry me home!
%-— : ; ."—-'“"t—'—— - : - :;s:;
' )‘h I i 1 X

Soro Crorus )
— . , Fine

i L 1
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Swing low, sweet char.i-ot, Com-in'forto carvy me home.

ittt tt ey
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| looked o-ver dJor. dan,an’ what did | sed,__
you get_there be - fore.— 1 do,_
Pm some -times up an’_ some - times down,..
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A band of an-gels
Com.ird for to car-ryme home! Jes’ tell my fren’s?tho.t

But still my soul feels

:’. l!

By i | 4 J 1]
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|

mp CHORU§ mD. C.
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com-in’ af -ter me;— _

Pm a-com-in' too, Com.in for to car-ry me home.
heav - en -ly boun),~
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Roll, Jordan

CHORUS, w(th animaiion
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Negro Spiritual
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Oh, roll,Jor-dan,roll! RollJondan,roll, | wantto go to
(1231 Fene] |
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heav’nwhen | di - ¢, To hear sweet Jordan roll.
CHORUS
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e .
Gims: Oh, bg‘oth-crzgyou nght to be there,
Bove: Oh, sis-ter; you ought to be there, Yes,my Lord, A-

Au: Oh,Prea-chefyou'd Ber-Ter be there,
2.C.
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U sit-tin in the kingdom,dust to hear sweet don dan roll.

NOTE: Be sure to sing ''Roll Jordan'' with great emphasis as

ndicated. Watch syncopation of "} want to go,” etc. This makes
- for a true spiritual. Sing last chorus soft yet firm, slowing up on
~ word ‘'die” including grace note, and girls can go up on the high

E only for final ending.

I Want to Die Easy

Stowly, with expression Negro Spiritual
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| want to die ¢as -y when 1 die; — 1 want
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cas -y when bdie; I want to die
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I die, Shout sal-vaition as 1
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fly, l wantto die cas-y,Lord,whenl die._

2. | want to see my mother...
3. 1 want to see my desus. ..
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Go Teli It on the Mountain

Christmas Spiritual
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Go  tell it_l:n themoun - tain,
Tell on the moun - fain,
> .
tell it on the moun - tain,
moun - tain,
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Tell it on themountain
- Moun - tain
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1. When lwas c;j sin-ner, | prayedbothnight and day; |
2, Whenl was a seek-ex, | sougnt bothnight and day; 1
atchman up-on the cit -y

wall;And
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‘asked the Lord to
as!g%du T’y Lord tohelp me,
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am a

help me, and
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e showed me the way.

and He taught me to pray._

Christian, 1 am the least of all.
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Rise Up, Shepherds

Negro Spirituat
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Deres a star inde Eas’ on Christmas morn, Rise up,
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Sav-iors born, _ Rise up, shepherds,an’ fol -ler:
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Leave yo' ewes an'leave yo' lambs, Rise up, shepherds,an’
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Beth - le-hem,_Rise up, shep-herds,an
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Children, Go Where | Send Thee

Negro Felk Carol Recorded by Ruth White
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Chil-dren ,gc; where I send t};ee, How shall I send thee?
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“ 1 shall send them one by one tause one was the
e ——" ; :
Lit-tle bit-ty ba - by, wrapped in swad-dling cloth-ing,
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“ly-ing in a man-ger Born, born, Lord,
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Born in Beth-le-hem. Chil-dren,go where |

r— . r t
© send thee, How shall 1 sen thee? 1 shall send them

. 2, 3,5,10 .
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“ two by two tause two was-a Paul and SL - las, 21
o three was the He-brew chil-dren, &2
(three to ten)  fiye was the gos-pel preachers, »
ten was the ten commandments, ss
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One was the lit-tle bit-ty ba - by
- Four was the four_come a-knocking at the dooy; 2 7
Six  was the six_that _could-nt get _ fixed, # 5

Seven was the sevenwent _ up _ to_ heaven, ¢ 6
Eight was the eight_that _stood _at the gate,” ¢ 7

Nine was the nine_got _ left _ be- Kind, ts
. ; o —
=0 e et
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wrapped in swad-dling cloth-ing, ly-ing in a
L] D.s'
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~ man - ger, Born, born, Lord! Born in Bethie-hem,

From the singing of children at Breedings Creek Colored Litumil, Ky., 1944,
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The Grey Goose

Negro Secular Song Collected by Olive J. Williams
Rarther fast

LEADER REFRAIN
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1. Well, one Mon-day morn-in), O, O, O.
Leaper h RecRa
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v
Well. one Mon-day morn-in, O, O, O.

Dorchaster Academy, Mclntosh,Georgia

. My daddy went a-huntin’

. Huntin’ for the grey goose

. A-huntin’ in the big woods

. An' he took along his houn’ dog
Houn' dog —gin to whinin’

2
3
4
5
6.
7. LLong came a grey goose

8. Well, daddy pull the trigger

9. An’ the gun went boo - loo

10. Down he come a-fallin’

11. He was six weeks a-fallin’

12. He was six weeks a-pickin’

13. An’ they put him on a-cookin’
14. He was six weeks a-cookin’

15, An’ they put him on the table
16. But the fork wouldn't stick him
17. So they took him to the saw-mill
18. An’ he broke the saw’s teeth out
19. O, the las’ time | saw her

20. She was flyin' 'cross the ocean
21, Had a long string of goslin’s

22. An' they all went “Quonk, quonk.”

The refrain is sung by the chorus. New leader
may begin at verse No. 12 if desired.
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Rocks on the Mountains
Negro Work Song Collected by Olive J. Williams
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1. Rocks onthe moun-taing shine like diamonds.Rocks onthe
2. This  old ham-mer kill John Hen-ry. This old
3. This cld ham-. mer ring like judge-ment. This old
% Can't you hear it ring-ing onthe moun-tain? Can't you
T ! r ll‘ l [¥)
I £ty — - - 4
v ' ~ o
moun-tains shine like dia-monds. Rocks on the moun-tains
ham-mer kill John Hen-ry. This old ham-mer
ham-mer ring like judge- mént. This old ham-mer
hear it ring-ingon'the moun-tain? Can't you hear it
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shine like dia.monds. Let em shine, boy. Let &m shine.
kill John Hen-ry. Didn't kill me,boy. Didn't kill me.
_ving likejudge-ment. Let it ring, boy. Let it ring.

ring-ing on the moun-tain?Ring-ing so fine, boyRinging so fine.

[

Dorchester Acadenmy, Mclrtosh, Georgia

Green Trees
Negro Play Seong Collected by Olive J.Williams
| LEADER CHoRUS LeAoer CHORUS
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Green trees. Rock-y road Sreen trees.Rock-y road Chooseyour
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lov-er;Don’ let him go.Dor’give himtime to say yes or no.
prem—— [r——
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Leader in center of single circle chooses a partner at "'choose
your jover,"' and they dance on to the end of the song, when
chosen one, in turn, becomes leader. Those in circle clap on
second half of each beat all through the song. Continue until

all have been leader,



Two Wings
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QR, Lord, | want two wings to veil my face,
Oh, Lord, | want two wings to fly o -way,
Oh, Lord, | want two wings to veil my face,

p (A ) . Fine LEADER
ST b ==

" Sothe dev-il can’t do meno harm. l\/l‘ly
7 i w— E
B s, e :

* Lolt;t, did he

come at the break of da;t? No!

Lord, did he come in the heat of noone No!
Lord, did he come in the cool of the
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eve -ning? Yes! Andhewashed my sins a -way.

O Wor’t You Sit Down
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“ Whobs that

3 ¥

17

yon-da dressed invred?Must be the chil-len fhat-
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Mo-ses led. O won't you sit down?
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Lord !

cant sit down,
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O won’t you sit down? Lord, 1
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can't sit down,Cause |
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just got to heav-en,got-ta look a - round.

2. Who's that yonda dressed in white?
Must be the chillen of the Israelite.

3. Black? . .. Hypocrites turnin’ back.

% Pink?.. . Solomon tryin’ to think.

5. Oreen? . . . ’Zekiel in his flyin’ machine.

6. Oray?...Sinners turnin’ away

7. Blue? ... Chillen a-comin® thrtt.
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Cotton Needs A-Pickin’

Negro Folk Song
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Cottonneeds a-pick-in’ so bad, Cot-ton needs a-pickin’

[t

¢ B i et Y
)= | — 1 b | I
£ Mo MR )| i | . A
o : oy
so bad, Cot-ton needs a-pick-in’ so bad, Gon-na
Fal i i L i

1 L i L
% + ] w
Ll I I
= )

We plant-ed this cot-fon in
pick all o-ver thisficld. Boy, stop goos - in’ that
Hue-ry up, hur-ry up,
Fa . ' : ) 1
5 = T e e e
" A- pril On the full of the moon. Weve had a

cot -ton, And take bet - fer care, Make haste,you
chil - dren, We ought to have been gone, This weath-er
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hot, dry sum-mer, Thats why it o-pened so soon.
la’- zy ras-cal, Andbringthat vow from theve.
looks so cloud -y | think it's go-in’ to storm,
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Trampin
, LI-EADER ' ALL
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'm a-tramp-in, tramp - in), Teyin'tomake heav-enmy
LEADER T ALL
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home, Hal—lre-lajgh! I’mva-tmmp-in ytramp - injTryin'to make

Aine LeADeEr

<Y

e E R ; 5=

. | I I
1 —r 7 L4 L I T
heav-enmy home. P've nev-er beento heav-en but ve been told,
A JALL LEADER
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Tryintomake heav-enmyhome, That the strects up thereare
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paved with gold; Tryin' to make heav-en my home,
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Han’ Me Down
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Oh,ha’'me down, = han'me down, Har'medownYo’
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sil -vah trum.pet, Sa - briel, Han'me down, 14
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har’'medown, Har'me downYo'sil-vah trum-pet, Lord
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If life ware a thing that mo;;y could buy,

Thelord Hewould not have it so, Hawme down Yo’
The dev-il’s mad and |

amglad,
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The richwould live and the poorwoulddie,
Therichmustdie just the same as thepoor;

He lost a soulthat he thought he had,
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sil-vah trum-pet,Ga-briel
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Han'me downYo'sil-vah trum-pet,Lord. Oh,han'me down, F
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han’'me down, F Han'me down Yd'silvahtrumspet Ga-briel,
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Han’me down, throwitdown, An -y way you get it down,

Subito rit. - molto rall.
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Han’ me down Yo' sil -vah trum-pet, Lord.
From RoLLIN'ALONG iN SONG, copyright 1937. Permission Viking Press,inc.
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Chicka - hanka
o . _ Track Laborer’s Song
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“  Cap’n go sidetrackyoretrain,
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Chick-a-hank-a,chick-a-
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“ train, Num-berthreein
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Chick-a-hanka,chicka-hanka,chickahanka,chickahank-a;
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Chick-a-hank-a,chick-a

* Chick-a-hank-a,chick-a-hank-a;
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" go stdeftmckyorc train.
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hank-a;
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Chick-ahank-a,chickahanka,chick-a-hank-a,
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